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were not over-assessed, but left out of cultivation because inferior descriptions were rated too lightly, and it was therefore more profitable to cultivate the latter.
In 1845 a revision of rates on garden lands under wells in the subdivision of Siioda was sanctioned. The revenue for the year was diminished by Bs. 6,100, but the settlement showed an increase of Es. 3,934 on the previous year. Tn the following year five villages in Amalner were revised, at an average reduction of 19 per cent, below that of the preceding twenty-five years. Only about one-half of the land capable of being irrigated was reported to be so. The former of these two years was one of extensive failure of crops, and the increase in the area of cultivation notwithstanding the unfavourable season was noted as a symptom of progress. As the early introduction of the Survey was in contemplation, instructions were issued in 1849 that no reductions of assessment were to be made except on the strongest grounds of necessity, and then only under the superintendence of European officers. In order to discourage cultivation by pauper ryots, it was ordered that remissions should not be given them unless they consented to give up their lands.
It was reported in 1851 that when the subdivision of Chopda was handed over to Sindia he reduced the rates of assessment, but when it was restored in 1844 they were injudiciously re~ imposed. This had led to an immediate falling-off in the cultivation and revenue.
A proposal in 1852 to levy no water-rates for water used for raising Hew Orleans cotton from May till October, and one to levy half assessment on water used for cotton crops in general until the introduction of the Survey, were sanctioned. Up to this late period even the system of trying to promote the cultivation of particular descriptions of produce by fiscal measures, in place of leaving the law of supply and demand to operate, seems to have found, favour with the authorities.
Up to 1833 the results of the land revenue administration of the Collectorate had not, in a financial point of view, been satisfactory, for the realisable revenue had fallen from Es* 11,86,960 in 1818 to Es. 8,43,600 in the former year; but much had been gained in the way of getting the people, and especially the Bhfls,